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Microsoft re-future Azure learning 

 

 

At their 2018 Ignite conference Microsoft released detailed information about the sweeping 

changes they are making in the Azure and MS 365 curriculums. The news wasn’t limited to 

the announcement of new courses, but also revealed there will be new learning paths that 

will be mapped to job roles (using their own business skills analysis) and courses aligned 

directly with the new exams. To further embolden their new learning pathway Microsoft also 

announced the retirement of parts of the existing Azure curriculum and their associated 

certifications, as well as a route for “transitioning” to the new qualifications. 

 

What does the future look like? 

Building new paths for Azure Certification: 

The traditional approach of Microsoft, when building their training and certification tracks, 

was to have a block of ILT (Instructor Lead Training) days covering vast ranges of common 

services and features in that technology area. These types of courses are a mix of instructor 

led presentations, demonstrations and step by step practical work. As the landscape of 

training and the appetite for this very formal approach of delivery is changing, Microsoft have 

embraced a more free form workshop model of delivery to give a far more agile feel to the 

class. Each learning path is made up of single day courses that focus on a single technology. 

For example, when you look at the old 5 day “Implementing Microsoft Azure Infrastructure 

Solutions” (20-533) topic variety is broad: 

 Introduction to Azure 

 Implementing and managing Azure networking 

 Implementing virtual machines 

 Managing Azure VMs 

 Implementing Azure App Service 

 Planning and implementing Azure storage 

 Implementing containers in Azure 

 Planning and implementing backup and disaster recovery 

 Implementing Azure Active Directory 

 Managing an Active Directory infrastructure in a hybrid environment 

 Implementing Azure-based management and automation 
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If you compare that to the new Azure Administrator (AZ100) track it’s obvious that there is 

now far more detailed focus on fewer topics: 

 Managing Azure subscriptions and resources 

 Implementing and managing storage 

 Deploying and managing virtual machines 

 Configuring and managing virtual networks 

 Managing identities 

5 courses, 5 days, 5 core topics. 

After completing each of the courses in a path the learner should then be ready to sit their 

exam.  Unlike in the past when an Azure exam could test a learner on the broad variety of 

cloud technologies covered in the original courses, the new exams now have a much narrower 

focus which should make them easier to prepare for and show more role specific 

qualifications as a result. 

As for the model of the learning, each ILT course can be taken individually but also could be 

combined into a 5-day block of learning. Microsoft also offer the choice of completely self-

paced learning to allow the learners to have more control of their Azure education. What all 

this means is that moving forward each new certification and learning track that Microsoft 

introduces is going to be informed by detailed business analysis, aligned to actual career paths 

and include only role relevant technologies. 

The new job roles and their certifications are the following: 

 Azure Solutions Architect 

 Azure Administrator 

 Azure Developer 

 Azure DevOps Engineer 

 Microsoft 365 Enterprise Administrator 

 Microsoft 365 Modern Desktop Administrator 

The exams for the Azure Administrator path have been live since July 2018 and in addition to 

these the Azure Developer and Azure Solutions Architect certification exams were released in 

beta at the end of September 2018. The remaining paths (DevOps Engineer, Microsoft 365 

Modern Desktop Administrator, and Enterprise Administrator) should be launched by the end 

of the year.  
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Certification and Badges 

 

 
The traditional approach to proving the validity of a learners’ Microsoft qualification has long 
been either just a link to a digital transcript or even a printed confirmation. To further engage 
their learning transformation Microsoft have partnered with Pearson Vue’s Acclaim platform 
to award digital badges and certifications as evidence of test takers’ achievements. These 
digital badges allow learners a simple and verifiable way to evidence their qualifications by 
using uniquely linked images. The Acclaim platform allows for these badges and certificates 
to be posted on social media platforms such as LinkedIn, Facebook, and Twitter. For digital 
CVs there is a data-iframe embed option on each learners Acclaim dashboard, as well as the 
more traditional unique public URL. 
 

 

 

 

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/learning/badges.aspx 
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What about my current Azure qualifications? 

 

With the announcement of the new catalogue of exams and learning paths and the 

retirement of the old guard of courses and exams there is the obvious question of “what 

about my existing qualifications?”. Here Microsoft have still placed an emphasis on the need 

to recertify to stay current with your qualifications, but they have made some changes to their 

approach. Firstly they have changed the message from “upgrade” to “transition”. Using this 

as their chosen message changes the perception of what the new qualifications are going to 

mean. Historically when Microsoft insisted that learners “upgraded” their qualifications it 

gave the impression that Microsoft were voiding all regard for the relevance of the previously 

obtained qualifications. By allowing learners to “transition” their qualifications Microsoft are 

saying that your prior efforts and rewards have given you a platform to move forward with 

and you can do so by passing a single transition exam. If you already hold any of the old Azure 

certifications (70-532, 70-533, 70-535), then you will be eligible to take a transition exam and 

migrate your certifications over to the new paths. 

The following “Transition” exams are being offered for a limited period of time only, they are 

slated to be retired after June 30th 2019. 

70-533 -> AZ-102: Microsoft Azure Administrator Certification Transition 

70-532 -> AZ-202: Microsoft Azure Developer Certification Transition 

70-535 -> AZ-302: Microsoft Azure Solutions Architect Certification Transition 

 

 

 

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/learning/exam-AZ-102.aspx 

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/learning/exam-AZ-202.aspx 

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/learning/exam-AZ-302.aspx 

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/learning/exam-AZ-102.aspx
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/learning/exam-AZ-202.aspx
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/learning/exam-AZ-302.aspx
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Sounds great, now what? 

 

At QA we are looking to engage with our customers as much as possible as the landscape of 

training changes and so would love to hear your thoughts on what Microsoft have done 

here. Please follow this link to a brief survey where you can tell us exactly what this change 

means to you and how we could help you embrace these new skills: 

Re-Future feedback survey  

We will be offering these new learning paths in the very near future so for more details 

please keep an eye on: 

@qatraining on twitter qalimited on LinkedIn or register you interest at Azure@Qa.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/8BN3YZK
mailto:Azure@Qa.com
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Outline of the new courses and exams: 

 

Microsoft Certified: Azure Solutions Architect Expert 

 

 

By earning this qualification, you are evidencing your abilities to design automated technical 

solutions with enterprise level cloud security.  

To become an Azure Solutions Architect Expert you will need to pass the following two 

certification exams with a score of 700 out of 1000. Note that these exams are currently still 

in Beta. 

 

AZ-300: Microsoft Azure Architect Technologies Exam 

AZ-301: Microsoft Azure Architect Design Exam 

 

Below is a breakdown of the competencies tested in the architect path. 

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/learning/exam-AZ-300.aspx 

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/learning/exam-AZ-301.aspx   
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Microsoft Certified: Azure Administrator Associate 

 

 

By earning this certificate you are demonstrating your expertise in deploying Microsoft cloud 

technologies and reducing IT costs.  

To become an Azure Administrator Associate you will need to pass the following two 

certification exams with a score of 700 out of 1000. 

 

AZ-100: Microsoft Azure Infrastructure and Deployment Exam 

AZ-101: Microsoft Azure Integration and Security Exam 

 

Below is a breakdown of the competencies tested in the administrator path. 

 

 

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/learning/exam-AZ-100.aspx 

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/learning/exam-AZ-101.aspx 

 

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/learning/exam-AZ-100.aspx
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/learning/exam-AZ-101.aspx
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Microsoft Certified: Azure Developer Associate 

 

 

Obtaining this certificate verifies your skills as a developer of solutions using Microsoft 

cloud-related technologies.  

To become an Azure Developer Associate you will need to pass the following two 

certification exams with a score of 700 out of 1000. Note that these exams are currently still 

in Beta. 

 

AZ-200: Microsoft Azure Developer Core Solutions Exam 

AZ-201: Microsoft Azure Developer Advanced Solutions Exam 

 

Below is a breakdown of the competencies tested in the developer path. 

 

 

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/learning/exam-AZ-200.aspx 

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/learning/exam-AZ-201.aspx 

 

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/learning/exam-AZ-200.aspx
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/learning/exam-AZ-201.aspx
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What’s in the pipeline? 

 

      

      

 

The sweeping changes are not just limited to the Azure curriculum. News of the Microsoft 365 

Certified: Modern Desktop Administrator Associate and Microsoft 365 Certified Enterprise 

Administrator Expert certifications recently surfaced. These are rumoured to also require two 

exams to be passed in order to earn each full qualification. Although full details of these paths 

have not yet been publicised, they are expected to be made available by the end of 2018. 

 

 

MS-100: Microsoft 365 Identity and Services Exam 

MS-101: Microsoft 365 Mobility and Security Exam 

 

 

 

Microsoft 365 Certified: Modern Desktop Administrator Associate     

Microsoft 365 Certified: Enterprise Administrator Expert 

 



    

QA.COM/AZURE 

Microsoft Certified: Azure DevOps Engineer Expert 

 

 

The certification exams for the Microsoft Certified: Azure DevOps Engineer Expert have not 

yet been released. What little details have been publicised suggest that it is going to be a 

larger certification for anyone who has achieved either the Azure Administrator or Azure 

Developer certifications. As with the Microsoft 365 certification path above, we are expecting 

that further information will be released on this by the end of 2018. 

 

 

    

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Reference – Microsoft Certification & Training overview document  


