
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How To Mind Map 
Top Tips 

Digital or 
Handwritten?  

Generate new ideas 
through association 

Clarify understanding 
Enhance knowledge 

retention 

Identify connections 
between ideas 

ACE Quick Guide to 
Mind Mapping 

Taking clear, 
succinct notes 

During lectures and 
tutorials  

When reading and 
conducting independent 

research  

Present information 
visually on a single page 

Why Mind Map?  

Assignment planning 

Revising module 
concepts 

Reflecting 

Summarising  

Synthesising  
Theory  

Practice 

Self  

Uses 

1. Write the topic of 
focus in the centre of 

the page  

2. Arrange related 
ideas around it  

Including keywords, relevant 
theoretical perspectives,  

and work-based examples 

3. Use lines or arrows to 
denote connections 

Include symbols and numbers 
to organise information and 

promote recall 

Use colours purposefully to 
identify different themes and  

sub-topics 

Change the font size or 
style to differentiate 

between content 

Write the link on or 
above arrows to clarify 

understanding  

Handwritten 

Digital 

Applications such as 
EdrawMind, Padlet, Canva, and 
Xmind can be used to produce 

digital mind maps 

Easily stored and 
edited as the 
idea develops 

Faster  

Avoid online 
distractions 

Can promote deeper 
understanding and 
creative thinking 



  

Additional Resources  

Links to Digital Mind Mapping Applications and Software 
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EdrawMind: https://www.edrawmind.com/  

Padlet: https://padlet.com/  

Canva: https://www.canva.com/graphs/mind-maps/  

Xmind: https://xmind.com/  

https://www.adelaide.edu.au/writingcentre/sites/default/files/docs/learningguide-mindmapping.pdf
https://myport.port.ac.uk/study-skills/mind-mapping
https://subjectguides.york.ac.uk/note-taking/mind-map
https://www.edrawmind.com/
https://padlet.com/
https://www.canva.com/graphs/mind-maps/
https://xmind.com/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


