QA

ACE Study Skills Workshops for All Learners

January — March 2026

Welcome (or welcome back) from the ACE Team!

The Academic Community of Excellence (ACE) team provide guidance alongside your classes
on topics such as academic style, critical analysis, referencing, reflective writing, relating
theory to practice, research skills, structuring assignments and much more.

How to Join a Workshop

1. You can book your place using the following link to receive an email invitation:
https://outlook.office365.com/book/ACEWorkshopsi@galearning.onmicrosoft.com/

2. You can download the relevant calendar file in the table below and add this on Outlook
by clicking ‘File’ > ‘Open & Export’ > ‘Import/Export’ > ‘Import an iCalendar (.ics) file' >
‘Import’.

3. If you'd prefer to join the session on the day you can click on the relevant joining link
below at the time of delivery.

(These sessions are roughly one-hour long, but the team always dedicates an additional 10
minutes at the end to answering questions.)

@ Why Attend?

Boost Your Knowledge and Confidence: Gain the skills and self-belief you need to tackle your
coursework effectively.

Interactive Sessions: Engage with expert instructors and learn from fellow apprentices.
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QA

‘Study Skills Workshops for All Learners’ Winter 2026 Schedule

A Important

e ACE sessions are interactive - please only attend if you are in an environment where
you can participate fully.
¢ No Al notetakers are permitted in workshops due to GDPR concerns.

Workshop

Description

Reading and
Notetaking

This session will teach you effective strategies for active reading, helping you to understand
and retain information more efficiently. Learn how to identify key points, themes, and
arguments in your reading materials. Additionally, we will explore various notetaking techniques
that will enable you to organize your thoughts and create useful study aids.

Tuesday 20" January Wednesday 21¢t January Friday 23 January

12:00-13:00 15:00-16:00 12:00-13:00
Joining link / Calendar file Joining link / Calendar file Joining link / Calendar file

QA Harvard
Referencing
(not Solent)

Join our essential workshop on referencing and ensure your academic work is both credible and
professional. This session will guide you through the fundamentals of citing sources correctly,
helping you to avoid plagiarism and give proper credit to original authors. We will cover
everything from in-text citations to creating a comprehensive reference list.

Monday 26" January Wednesday 28™ January Monday 16" March
12:00-13:00 12:00-13:00 15:00-16:00
Joining link / Calendar file Joining link / Calendar file Joining link / Calendar file

Solent
Harvard
Referencing
(DMDA only)

Join our essential workshop on referencing (for Solent DMDA learners only) and ensure your
academic work is both credible and professional. This session will guide you through the
fundamentals of citing sources correctly, helping you to avoid plagiarism and give proper credit
to original authors. We will cover everything from in-text citations to creating a comprehensive
reference list.

Thursday 29" January
15:00-16:00
Joining link / Calendar file

Ethical Use of
Artificial
Intelligence

This session explores how to harness the power of Artificial Intelligence to optimise your
learning experience whilst avoiding academic misconduct. We will critique the strengths and
limitations of Generative Al outputs, considering the extent to which Al can be used to
deconstruct assignment briefs, generate potential search terms, summarise academic literature,
and create reference lists. Attend this workshop to ensure that you are using Al ethically to
enhance, rather than replace, independent thought!

Monday 2" February Wednesday 4" February Friday 6™ February
12:00-13:00 15:00-16:00 12:00-13:00
Joining link / Calendar file Joining link / Calendar file Joining link / Calendar file

More ACE workshops on next page!
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https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_OTgzMjNkZWUtM2JjMy00YjJiLTlkODUtMWJkNDY5MTM1NmRj%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%229c220797-c337-49f8-b086-a9a24979f728%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22605cb8f8-cba0-4dc8-96a8-69b2a463b4b0%22%7d
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/w6anz9s4piekrp44c0csh/ACE_-Reading-and-Notetaking20.01.ics?rlkey=duq0dkb9jj2urnnf5u1hoz1ef&st=krfjviyn&dl=0
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_OTdkNzAxNDMtYTJjYy00NGU5LWI5NTgtMTYxOWE2NDU0Zjkx%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%229c220797-c337-49f8-b086-a9a24979f728%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22605cb8f8-cba0-4dc8-96a8-69b2a463b4b0%22%7d
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/2z4mvdfqxe6n3bgusa5co/ACE_-Reading-and-Notetaking21.01.ics?rlkey=lclqs00vcl8d40d5xj9e7ua21&st=qfkit0j1&dl=0
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NGFiMjljYzAtNmVjMi00YTU4LTk5MTktM2Q1NTM5ZWVlMjYx%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%229c220797-c337-49f8-b086-a9a24979f728%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22605cb8f8-cba0-4dc8-96a8-69b2a463b4b0%22%7d
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/87030vuhp2ilidsibkq1t/ACE_-Reading-and-Notetaking23.01.ics?rlkey=061dzcg2ye09otf6ka1ygfzci&st=ihp8w7di&dl=0
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NjNhYTlmOTEtOWY1MS00NmZjLTllM2YtZTcwNjY1ZTQ2MWQ4%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%229c220797-c337-49f8-b086-a9a24979f728%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22605cb8f8-cba0-4dc8-96a8-69b2a463b4b0%22%7d
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/tiy5yyoparooh8jp5vl5u/ACE_-QA-Harvard-Referencing-not-Solent-26.01.ics?rlkey=9fytgz6j3iwsge1lre7tpz1l2&st=dtjdt2rz&dl=0
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YzM0NTYxNzAtY2IzZS00NGIwLTk5NjgtN2YwNGI4YmE0YzEz%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%229c220797-c337-49f8-b086-a9a24979f728%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22605cb8f8-cba0-4dc8-96a8-69b2a463b4b0%22%7d
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/fkrofbjg0fqqn7ch4hvub/ACE_-QA-Harvard-Referencing-not-Solent-28.01.ics?rlkey=h6d20dc55r2o0w089kbyle46y&st=yj57ecy4&dl=0
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MTViYTI4N2UtMjFiZi00OTkxLWJmZWYtZDgwNTNlNjkzMTY1%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%229c220797-c337-49f8-b086-a9a24979f728%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22605cb8f8-cba0-4dc8-96a8-69b2a463b4b0%22%7d
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/gb3bing67p0hxnvf6mzj2/ACE_-QA-Harvard-Referencing-not-Solent-16.03.ics?rlkey=g3he8ts0ydvs364vd1komnpwc&st=cnw82twx&dl=0
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_OWU2OWFhNzYtNjRhNS00MzY5LWJjZDMtNWVmYjAwN2U0NDg5%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%229c220797-c337-49f8-b086-a9a24979f728%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22605cb8f8-cba0-4dc8-96a8-69b2a463b4b0%22%7d
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/qygds8oej5g4vjhsh33jf/ACE_-Solent-Harvard-Referencing-DMDA-only-29.01.ics?rlkey=pekrkavrrixwlzrdgagu5hn4u&st=qxbamlva&dl=0
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NTBmODczMDEtM2Q1Ni00MTdkLWI2MmUtOGRmYmYwYzYyZmE1%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%229c220797-c337-49f8-b086-a9a24979f728%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22605cb8f8-cba0-4dc8-96a8-69b2a463b4b0%22%7d
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/9mkniue1u345owm3gmkkv/ACE_-Ethical-Use-of-Artificial-Intelligence02.02.ics?rlkey=y8rowmthw9vocmz7pw9jjgc62&st=h8d6bare&dl=0
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NDZlZTg1OWQtMzA5Yi00OTY2LWJhMWEtMjJiNzIwNzA1OWIx%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%229c220797-c337-49f8-b086-a9a24979f728%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22605cb8f8-cba0-4dc8-96a8-69b2a463b4b0%22%7d
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ttrvklcd9y0afy4ouxff0/ACE_-Ethical-Use-of-Artificial-Intelligence04.02.ics?rlkey=rbtu6rlk5g95pyxbkbnvy9kdw&st=dcfe5ysd&dl=0
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MGNkZWQ2NTUtZmFhNC00MjhhLTkxNDktMzgwNTc0YTViOWI5%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%229c220797-c337-49f8-b086-a9a24979f728%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22605cb8f8-cba0-4dc8-96a8-69b2a463b4b0%22%7d
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/wgkbywxjcxdmwsk5bn6v5/ACE_-Ethical-Use-of-Artificial-Intelligence06.02.ics?rlkey=lhphla55agii95dcpmcw0m5zr&st=y9dskka0&dl=0
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Workshop Description
This session will help you understand six conventions of academic writing to communicate
your ideas more effectively, ensuring your work meets the highest academic standards. Learn
Academic how to adopt a formal tone, use precise language, and structure your arguments logically.
Style Tuesday 10* February Thursday 12t February Friday 13t February

12:00-13:00
Joining link / Calendar file

15:00-16:00
Joining link / Calendar file

12:00-13:00
Joining link / Calendar file

Paraphrasing

Learn how to effectively rephrase scholarly ideas in your own words to integrate sources into
compelling academic arguments while avoiding plagiarism. We will explore the key principles

of paraphrasing, and practise different strategies to ensure retention of the original meaning

and context of the information paraphrased.

Monday 16™" February
12:00-13:00
Joining link / Calendar file

Wednesday 18" February
15:00-16:00
Joining link / Calendar file

This session will guide you through the process of critically engaging with texts, helping you

Critical identify arguments, evaluate evidence, and understand underlying assumptions. Learn how to
Analysis 1: read with a questioning mind, dissect complex materials, and form well-reasoned conclusions
Thinking and | Monday 23 February Wednesday 25" February Monday 9* March
Reading | 12.00-13:00 15:00-16:00 12:00-13:00
Joining link / Calendar file Joining link / Calendar file Joining link / Calendar file
Join our advanced workshop on Critical Writing and refine your ability to craft insightful and
well-structured academic assignments. This session will teach you how to effectively present
Critical your arguments, support them with robust evidence, and critically evaluate different
Analysis 2: perspectives. (Higher level session — please attend ‘Critical Analysis 1’ first!)
Writing Tuesday 24" February Thursday 26™ February Tuesday 10™ March
12:00-13:00 15:00-16:00 15:00-16:00
Joining link / Calendar file Joining link / Calendar file Joining link / Calendar file
This session introduces generative writing to efficiently draft assignment content, providing
the opportunity to complete two writing exercises and establish a specific, manageable
writing goal for the week ahead. This 90-minute session is not a taught workshop; instead, it
Shut Up and offers a chance to develop a draft of your assignment in a supportive environment using
Write generative writing techniques. Please come prepared with a section of your writing to work

on.

Friday 27t February 12:00-13:30
Friday 6" March 12:00-13:30
Friday 13 March 12:00-13:30

This generative writing session has a strict upper
limit on attendance. Please book your place to
Join and cancel using the invite email if you are
unable to attend the session.
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https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MTE3N2I4NTMtN2FmMi00YmM0LTllMTctYWMwNzI2NzY0OThj%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%229c220797-c337-49f8-b086-a9a24979f728%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22605cb8f8-cba0-4dc8-96a8-69b2a463b4b0%22%7d
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/kagehqguarrgay8k7b4wh/ACE_-Academic-Style10.02.ics?rlkey=w5se24i2m0zvx9d0n1vnqai7y&st=2dd76mx9&dl=0
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YWJlZjI4MmItNTc3NC00NmI3LWIwMDAtMWE4NDNlMWQyMzky%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%229c220797-c337-49f8-b086-a9a24979f728%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22605cb8f8-cba0-4dc8-96a8-69b2a463b4b0%22%7d
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/86tnuonvxb9ubc6h0fcjm/ACE_-Academic-Style12.02.ics?rlkey=26vnizaxib2sc1rpzxfemffhn&st=japhzyqc&dl=0
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZDc4OGFkZTYtOWZjNC00NzI0LTkyMzgtNTFkZGMxMjU0NjRl%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%229c220797-c337-49f8-b086-a9a24979f728%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22605cb8f8-cba0-4dc8-96a8-69b2a463b4b0%22%7d
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/gjzztfx0xswh8ulvtitc1/ACE_-Academic-Style13.02.ics?rlkey=08cj3pkudk0kykjpnqmg7ocur&st=fd2zlrjo&dl=0
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_Zjg0OWI1ZWYtMWUxMC00ZTlmLWEzMzUtYWRhOTBmMjg4NTRk%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%229c220797-c337-49f8-b086-a9a24979f728%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22605cb8f8-cba0-4dc8-96a8-69b2a463b4b0%22%7d
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/q7snqx0xdcbrwskxrgvz2/ACE_-Paraphrasing16.02.ics?rlkey=7u3vuau8y3ktt699ived1n0pa&st=xgn2u94v&dl=0
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_Y2Q5NjhjMWMtZTMxNS00ZjdkLTk3ZWQtOTFkMTBiYjFiMjMw%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%229c220797-c337-49f8-b086-a9a24979f728%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22605cb8f8-cba0-4dc8-96a8-69b2a463b4b0%22%7d
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/to37pkofyxwqydfegfc3a/ACE_-Paraphrasing18.02.ics?rlkey=qqo00nx0odb7yrv4kefsff9ny&st=aknynbpg&dl=0
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZjEyZTRjZWUtOWEyYS00MGY1LTg4YjItZmU5ZDQ3MzlkZDlk%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%229c220797-c337-49f8-b086-a9a24979f728%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22605cb8f8-cba0-4dc8-96a8-69b2a463b4b0%22%7d
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/dbm3x57imb23zwsq03w4e/ACE_-Critical-Analysis-1-Thinking-and-Reading23.02.ics?rlkey=d9pxqee1iolh3expvr57ulvs3&st=ej3lhgg8&dl=0
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZmVmYTEyYjctMTA5NS00ZDAxLThmYTQtM2JjYWZmMmU0YTQ0%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%229c220797-c337-49f8-b086-a9a24979f728%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22605cb8f8-cba0-4dc8-96a8-69b2a463b4b0%22%7d
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/n4si0z420xy8u1bk61duc/ACE_-Critical-Analysis-1-Thinking-and-Reading25.02.ics?rlkey=57wxcftdcl614waz53ezarhh9&st=100ajgj4&dl=0
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZWQzMmNlMjYtYWNkMy00ZDE1LTkxYmEtZDI2Mzc5Y2Y0ZDVh%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%229c220797-c337-49f8-b086-a9a24979f728%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22605cb8f8-cba0-4dc8-96a8-69b2a463b4b0%22%7d
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ffvkc7i5nexhj7e1xkq4l/ACE_-Critical-Analysis-1-Thinking-and-Reading09.03.ics?rlkey=q6vm2gou8z8pfxbyxl2z1ilav&st=wpem8v3s&dl=0
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZmMwZTgwZTMtMzVjZi00MzUxLTg5NjAtN2MzZTExMWU0MGVi%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%229c220797-c337-49f8-b086-a9a24979f728%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22605cb8f8-cba0-4dc8-96a8-69b2a463b4b0%22%7d
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/d7rnla192y7nkkh2jvubk/ACE_-Critical-Analysis-2-Writing24.02.ics?rlkey=x8apcpbtb3ghs2thqdce3e3pb&st=soac843m&dl=0
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ODg0NzdiZTctOWNkMS00MzQ3LTlkZTUtYzAxOGQ4NjE1ZDA2%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%229c220797-c337-49f8-b086-a9a24979f728%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22605cb8f8-cba0-4dc8-96a8-69b2a463b4b0%22%7d
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/mcuoz6zyqzexap7sknqte/ACE_-Critical-Analysis-2-Writing26.02.ics?rlkey=3kh0hqw1yad69ugjnhunq03z7&st=o3f2vxcx&dl=0
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_Mzg4NmU1YmQtOTRiMi00YWIwLWExYmMtMjdhMmYxYWIwMTEw%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%229c220797-c337-49f8-b086-a9a24979f728%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22605cb8f8-cba0-4dc8-96a8-69b2a463b4b0%22%7d
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/cqavwt996qov8br4ggpl8/ACE_-Critical-Analysis-2-Writing10.03.ics?rlkey=5zsye7wbx3w148h2xb0ote9gi&st=7y3ozuvn&dl=0
https://outlook.office365.com/book/ACEWorkshops1@qalearning.onmicrosoft.com/

QA

Workshop Description

This session will guide you through the techniques of reflective writing, helping you to articulate
Reflective your thoughts, insights, and personal growth. Understand how to structure your reflections,

Writing 1: connect theory to practice, and develop a deeper understanding of your learning journey.
Introduction | Monday 2™ March Wednesday 4" March Wednesday 11" March
to Reflective 12:00-13:00 15:00-16:00 12:00-13:00
Models Joining link / Calendar file Joining link / Calendar file Joining link / Calendar file

Take your reflective writing to the next level with our workshop on Advanced Reflective
Reflective Analysis. This session delves deeper into the techniques of reflective analysis, helping you

Writing 2: critically evaluate your experiences and learning processes. (Higher level session - Please
Advanced attend ‘Reflective Writing 1 first and familiarise yourself with the texts and tasks in advance!)
Reflective Tuesday 3" March Thursday 5™ March Thursday 12t March
Analysis 12:00-13:00 15:00-16:00 12:00-13:00
Joining link / Calendar file Joining link / Calendar file Joining link / Calendar file

Need help with your references? Drop in to the relevant Harvard Referencing session and get
Referencing | the support you need. Whether you're struggling with in-text citations or creating a reference
Q&A Drop-in | list, ACE are here to assist you. Bring your questions and receive personalised guidance to

Session ensure your work meets academic standards.
QA Harvard (not Solent) QA Harvard (not Solent) Solent Harvard (DMDA only)
Tuesday 17t March Wednesday 18" March Thursday 19" March
12:00-13:00 15:00-16:00 12:00-13:00
Joining link / Calendar file | Joining link / Calendar file Joining link / Calendar file

ACE assist learners in three main ways:

1) Academic skills resources for self-study, including PDF quick guides, workshop slides and
videos, available on our Learner Portal page. Access these any time to solidify your knowledge.

2) Interactive workshops to practise and develop academic skills - book your place here!

3) One-to-one tutorials to discuss your assignments - book one here!
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https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NWUzOTZmNjktZjE1ZS00Y2VlLTkwNWItOGRjMThhNGJkMzY1%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%229c220797-c337-49f8-b086-a9a24979f728%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22605cb8f8-cba0-4dc8-96a8-69b2a463b4b0%22%7d
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ochxzhemgsjzj1fqi7eut/ACE_-Reflective-Writing-1-Introduction-to-Reflective-Models02.03.ics?rlkey=5kg4t9ghibzgi3kv21yfbzc8j&st=qvn73whw&dl=0
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MDEyMTYwZWMtYjEyMi00YWRlLTgxYzQtZmI1ZjZlNDYyNDEw%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%229c220797-c337-49f8-b086-a9a24979f728%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22605cb8f8-cba0-4dc8-96a8-69b2a463b4b0%22%7d
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ua0b8n3yqdltbq5kkiga9/ACE_-Reflective-Writing-1-Introduction-to-Reflective-Models04.03.ics?rlkey=3umobw1g8n0l7hatf26zftjti&st=irbshkq2&dl=0
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MDFiMWM4NmMtODgzOS00ZGE3LThmOWYtYWFkMmFhNTkxNzJm%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%229c220797-c337-49f8-b086-a9a24979f728%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22605cb8f8-cba0-4dc8-96a8-69b2a463b4b0%22%7d
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/o7daxme8exsawfc524ovf/ACE_-Reflective-Writing-1-Introduction-to-Reflective-Models11.03.ics?rlkey=hirxbijhyjsb1ss294l2b1oho&st=w69b2btr&dl=0
https://www.qa.com/media/yq5amdij/reflective-writing-2-texts-and-tasks.pdf
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MDhhMDAxYjQtMzc0Mi00ZjU3LThmNzQtN2IyN2JlMjNjOTA1%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%229c220797-c337-49f8-b086-a9a24979f728%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22605cb8f8-cba0-4dc8-96a8-69b2a463b4b0%22%7d
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