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MCTS: Windows Forms
Applications
Consider this certification if you create

Windows-based applications that run on

corporate servers or user desktop computers

MCTS: ASP.NET Applications
Consider this certification if you create web-

based applications that run on the ASP .NET

platform and are hosted on Internet

Information Server 

MCTS: Windows Presentation
Foundation Applications
Consider this certification if you create

applications that run on the Windows

platform and you create compelling user

interfaces with Microsoft Windows

Presentation Foundation

MCTS: Windows Communications
Foundation Applications
Consider this certification if you create

distributed applications that communicate

with services or other applications in a

connected or disconnected state

MCTS: Windows Workflow
Foundation Applications
Consider this certification if you create

applications that host workflows for your

organisation

MCTS: ADO.NET Applications
Consider this certification if you create data-

driven applications that access data from

various sources such as SQL Server, Oracle,

Microsoft Office Access, object data

sources,XML, or other flat-file sources

Microsoft has redesigned all of its certification programmes, making them more

modular and flexible. Individuals will be able to achieve certifications that are

relevant to both the technologies that they support and their job role.
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Microsoft Technology Specialist (MCTS)
The Microsoft Technology Specialist certification is a stand-alone credential designed

to test an individual’s skill with a specific technology area. The MCTS credential is a

prerequisite for the Microsoft Certified IT Professional certification. Depending on your

role, you only take the MCTS certifications that are relevant to you.

There are six MCTS certifications currently for Visual Studio 2008:

Q: How does the .NET 3.5
certification programme differ from
.NET 2.0? 

A: There are now six separate Technical

Specialist certifications, These six

certifications – double the number of

certifications available on Visual Studio

2005 – provide you with more

opportunities to prove your skills and stand

out in the crowd. You can show your depth

of knowledge in one specific Visual Studio

2008 technology, earn multiple MCTS

certifications to demonstrate breadth

across different areas, or build on the

MCTS certification to earn a Professional

Series credential. 

Q: Examination 70-536 seems to be a
prerequisite for the new 3.5
certifications, yet it’s a .NET 2.0
examination, explain? 

A: Microsoft have made exam 70-536 a core

requirement for all the new .NET

Framework 3.5 Technology Specialist

certifications, the exam and associated

training are version agnostic.

Q: What does this mean for those
with MCSD and MCAD
certifications?

A: The exams for MCAD/MCSD retire in 2009,

whilst the certifications remain valid, it will

no longer be possible to achieve these

certifications. Currently, MCSD/MCAD

holders will need to upgrade to Visual

Studio 2005 and then transition to Visual

Studio 2008. Microsoft are currently

offering a 40% discount off the upgrade

examinations.

Q: What’s the best way to get
started?

A: Please call your QA account manager who

will be delighted to advise you.

Microsoft Professional Developer (MCPD)
The Microsoft Professional Developer Certification (MCPD) builds on the MCTS

certifications. Aligned to a job role, the MCPD allows individuals to distinguish

themselves as an professional developer with the current skills and proven job-role

capabilities to work effectively with a defined set of Microsoft technologies. 

The certifications available for Visual Studio 2008 include:

MCPD: Windows Developer 3.5
This certification validates your

comprehensive skills to build rich client

applications that target the Windows Forms

platform

MCPD: ASP.NET Developer 3.5
This certification validates your ability to build

interactive, data-driven ASP. NET applications

for both intranet and Internet uses

MCPD: Enterprise Application
Developer 3.5
This certification validates your ability to

design and develop distributed applications

that target rich-client user experiences
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